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~ . Occupati on of ob~crvor 

6 . :Lddrcss of obs orvor 

7. P1oco of obs J r~;t i on 

n. rrunbur of ohjC'cts l 
• 

i'ld Coatrol ~ower 

a 142o 
• 

9. Di~tunco of ob~ \ ct from obse rver 3/S 
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10 ., .Ti10 in Si{;ht Ilroa l4al to lEco CG! - O,er • 

11 . Altit ude :r;s • 
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A~ aopro::t 142o 7 Ja::1 48, Duasler ~.:compan.i~d by Lt Col E .. G .. "/cod .~nt to 
God.~ltJ C::>nt rol rto·.rer t;') ob~erv9 u:rid.s ti.:ied aer i31 obj ~ct. Sbortl:r 
af~er "~,hei"" arrival Cl)l ... tb~ Co~mr~dLng O!'fi\!er .. .r.~s ~~f3tl. A~ about 
thia t. e L\l.a3lar first Ji~!lted a brl,gb.t silver objact . Tha:1 Col Hu arrived. 
Sho:·tly tberea:fter a fl igb.t of four p_,~ t a fl ew OT3r Godma'3. Lead.er as 
contxt~d t:> pur::ue ob;cct. Eie esse ~ad ~d three ?-51' e clbb~d o:s. the cours\J, 
ths fourth .P-51 r~t;u_-n.ag to base . Fligb.t l;£:.der 04:U.led to observil tht-\t 
"ooj3ct wast l7e o 1clock hig.~ " ~a-c-~ t o describe it, he atatad 'it iJ 
brl,:;b.t and el.i:nbi."lg a ".J,Y from me." Ea stated at fir st that it was goi~ about 
180 MPH. Thea Control Tower lost sight of the :flight bu.t could still see tbe 
obj3ct. (h co"neetio with this, Lt Col 3. Ga.-riaon "iood ~ witnessed the 
sightjng stated that ~e it a;ppearad about 1/10 the size of a full IJD03., if 
tha t'n1 !2~ t '!llr~ a. great di .tauce 9.'118;] • as com:.par9d to the dind.~..i'Shi.ng size of 
t!la P-511 s flyi.Jlg toward it, it ~uld seem tha.t it was at least several bnndred 
i~et in dismctar.) Snortly aftar NG 861, tba fli~t l~er. atat~d tbat 
he was "at 15,000 ft roW. still clim'bu~;a Ea stated that he j1~d.6ed the 39eed 
to b;) ·tha s.ems as his or appro!!: 3to :Jf?a. 038 of his planes then asksd !li:za 
to lev;ll off but no r c.rply ~ heard from tha fli6ht lead" r. ~at was the 
l ?st meg~ received fro~ ~ member of the flight • 

.liter dark, 3nother or the same object appearsd ill approx 234° from GoCimaa at 
6:> elevatio • This body ro1'ed to "the west (259°) a.,d then do•. The sha;>e 
•.r13.S fluid but g~erally roulld witll :10 tail, the color chall!i~ from \t'h1 te , to 
blue, to r2d to yello¥ nil had a blook ~~ in the center at all times. 

At 1Eco CST it ·(9s obscured ~J clouds .. 

Tate-r, an 33tro:;w, r was cent~ ted \Who att :;)rnpted to account far· 
t.td.s pbeno~ena as either V mus or a come~ . (?) 
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Rtroort of ciTili3:Q.s and state ooll~e and O)rt-obora.ted version .... -
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5. rccuputi on of ob~o rv0r 1:1/s I ... ~"&7f i n co.utrol towe!'" 

6. l·.rl.drcss of observe r 

P1acu of obGor~~ti on 
' • 

[3 , llumbor of obj0cts 
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Co!l~cl T:J (#r. Godma:1 ~1d .• it Kno-,:, "'!:7. 
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3 . Locction 
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:ro.mo of ob0er vo r .:.~ , P~ I. Orni~r 
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5. Occuput.ion 
• Datacl:r:M:at Com~.1~'3d~ of' o b~.,o rvor 

r 
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6 . i"':ld r os s of ob3c rvo r 1'ld •• :it Kl,x, 

7. P1o.co of obso r"..,.. t i on Contr~l 'lowar 

8 . riunbo r of objocts· l 

10 . 
• 

11 . 

12 . 

17 
:J • 

1C:. , . 
• 

lt:> . 

"'1'7 ... ( . 
18 . 

] C 
4 .'l • 

20 . 

21 . 

Ilistanco of obj~ct 

's Ti:1.o in sight I 

~1t itud·.J H/ S 
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-~~~~..a o l.iaci fi.r-'.J\ r .. !X"lr.8d by 14ilit ~ y·~olica a; .:l~ -'i'O:X1 aourox 1'-+CO C~ .. , 
v·l\:'\n.i ~7 of J ant1WUl:t. La ... er o~ar l:·.,i.:ur--oa . Owensbol'o, ;r:/. S1 ~b ... d. '-oW.n;~, 
"J;r Bl3clrJ,qll ~ Cht ~ont.rol ·~c~~r. Lt~er-Ei'len""lc!~ or"i' i c-. of en. proc di!'-!! 
':.;.> Con r.~l 0 ~r \'.'l ~ 1 ~· )' t9d a small Uclite oojec-.. ill th$ J01lth.· at S..~f. lt 

1--~~and .JV.i.ic112a r.r. Cot.l.li .Jo~ d.Gi;~r.ni;113 of ob.j-9ct r :adi atoo or rax1. cted l~t .. 
~~...!"4 11L"'l..cs i t par ; 131 ly as Farac.bute wi ~h 1rrlg:lt StJll ~eiloetiltg f~o.r ~~ 

• 

of -,~1 ..... ~ ."'1"91", tber <o;t mad t o jo som~ !'ad lig,b.t artSUlld t,, lt>wr "'f.;eJ.·~ of i \. 
:- ~1 3 sl.rvad to ytlr!lll C objwe'i. ...ooic: a course oi. 3l"oo1lli 21o-. s~prox 5• 

lat.r obj;1ct. ~.:.~t ~ .... G 61 (fl i ght l:)r.d~r) 'r'i')Orte d i~ b~~ ~lld travgll!.,g a.bvv..\ 
1/2 hia :m d. a~ 112 o1cl!J ,., La<ter ha s-;atad. he ~s '•elo~bg u . to ~e a good 
look' ~'his ~ hil l..1at me NGbCO t .l:.en reported 00 S69 bad diaappeer~. 
A\ the tL,. of his di~ he ~~ r~orted high 3Jld ah•ed of ~rl~ •' 
ap_prox l~.:X.l) to a>,CCO :i'\ Yilt.~ at ;.pprox 15,CCO ft.. ·1~ :IS&& (3G800) 
ret.ursd. f ..:Jr :uel ad r ~2\ed -oursrl" go~ to altit of 33,CCO !\ 'Out did !lO\ 
e~t ooj ec\ . At about 1~5 tt lai'~ toWJ~~. 

• 

1 .. ater. Lt 0:-~. rat'nr:11 d t o Cont rol ~~ r ( aboll~ l D3 OS!) ~ pv.r cai7sd bri~_-~bt 
l i&ht a t a po i -;i of a· u\ 2llCJo a..--c...:nt,h and. s~ cl~ tio~ J.t .a.~,~ ~u.:v.i oo.jec' 
a:nd did not " · th~ here ~as a ~.va}x. .1az the oOJee" ramai.."led 
visi-:ua and did not diAaop~ ulltil it ~ t. ~910V tn. l~el oi t~e .qrth ~ a . 
s imilar to t he sm or moos s a ting. Ehis noJ act was vie'Jied ".racked Wi h the 
~'feather Statio• 1 t ! r em 4. .... oof • 
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It 

I r-.r. 1. i l r.'; ::r 3 3 

2 . 
,.. . 
... ~r..:3 Be ~-seen 1345 and 1350 

3 . Ioc~t:lon Gedman Fld~ Fort Knox, Ky • 

c: 
..1 • Occup~tion of obso rvor r 

Chf Operator in Contl·ol ToV~er at C-odman F1i1. , Ky. 

6 . .t~'ldress of obso rvo r USAF , Airwa-ys & Air Cona:nuni catim s 
Deta chmen ii 733-5 AF Base Unit ( 103D AACS Sq) God nan Fld .. , Ft Kncx. , 

7 . Ploco of ob;;J r -~.r~: ti on To·l"rer, Godman Fld • 
• 

8 . !fun.bor of' cbinct s v ]. 
•• . -'· 

Uista~co or ob jo c t f r on ' I o bs J rve r ,j 
L 

) ·"" . \.J • 'l'irr10 in Si~ht n/J 
l ': • ' . ·. .. 

11 . ; ... ltitudu Over 15, 000 ft 

l? . Speed In excess of P-5l 

• •• 

13 . Diroction of fl irht South 

,, I 
• • 

-· 

-

llt . · Tucti cs N/ S contiT'l.ued clim5nimg 

l~ . :::>nnr.d Not Sta ~.cd 

, 
16 . 

20 .. 

?1 . 

•')I") , ' ....... . 

.­.. ____ , :. 

2) . 

• 

• 

Trer.tendous 

Color Silvery or !!!e t3J li c 

8hc.po N/S 

Oc or dotoc~od N/S • 

\.fl.':\ r !'nt - co!1~ ': ru ct ::on N/S 

E::-:..~ u us t t r ~ i 1 s N / S 

Vloc th~l r c ond it i on5 N/ S 

• 

~· • ~ •• •' +- o"" <' ~1. o · t .t ,.... ·I,!, .~ .._, ... J. .... '-" I • • \,. I V .. ...., 

Sko :-.ch ~s < r photoc:- "li?:'~ ... Ncne 
• 

r· r·n - oi' . J:l! .. ..., .. ~l i ..;i'l pp· :'.! r~nc J 

, . 
I ...... ,':) _. \ 

....., ~ .... ~ J 

H/S 

• • •• ... - • 
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.\.~ a .. .J Jroxirna.tely 1320 S;rt Cook from the ce ' s o.ffice notified the observer 
( T/:5~ Quinton A Blackuell) that according to Ft Kno-,: 1fili tary Police & • 

ur;u T,"VJn State Police ) a large circuLar object. about 250 to 300 1 u in 
di::-\!:eter .. ,'fa.S over :~O?s·TiJ.:"\-e, Ky. Advised him to check nth lu-my Fli~t 
Svc. They advised negative but short~ thereafte~ reported object over 
L't"'\ingtcn, Ky, then Owensboro~ Ky. Object :first siehted by Bla.ckweJJ about 
I 345'to 13'50 over south 'G<>CElail. ~"'lrl. 

Verification: 1st Lt Orner (DetachJOOnt Commander) 
Capt Carter (Operations Officer) 
Col Hi x (CO) sighted it about 1420 

At approximately 1)+.?9 to 11}+0, fom- ?-51's approached Godman f/south 
enr0ute f/llarietta, Ga. to Standiford Fld~ K:r. ~ Blackwell askF·d 
Flight Ieade:r· NG etf:) Lo attempt to i dentl.fy object . Accompanied by two 
other rlanes he pr oceeded south f / Godmap . Fourth pl a.ne proceeded to 
Standiford Fld alone. 

About 1445, .flight leader (HG 869) reported sighting object 11ahcad an:l 
above - stj 11 cli:nbing11 At 15,000 ft he rep:>rted " Object directly ahead 
a.-.d above and moving about half rny speed. '' A:?"ain "i t appears metallic 
of tremendous size." Still l ater ur rm sti11 clinbing - object is above and 
ahead moving about my speed or faster - I 1m tryinJ to close in for better 
l oo!<n . 'l'his .. nas about 1515. l''ive minute s l ator the other trro sl,ips tumecl 
b ack. NG SOO r eported "it appeared like the reflection of sunlight on an 
airplane canopy" S~ortly ai'tervrard this S3Dle pilot~ ('tG <:100) resmred search 
going to 33,000 ft, 100 m:iles douth but did not sight anything • 
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Col . 3. o. Oav1s. Jr., COlnl?landi.ng Of'f'icer.; .J32d ?fghter· Win€;, LAA3, CoJ.s, 17, o. 

• .u.: 
• 

• 

• 
• 
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Col . D.: 

• • l 

lO • I -• 

• ' • l .. ·-

' Colonel Davi3• ~li~ is~ . Loedding, Air IntellSgence, 7~ight Field • 
! under:~ta! .. d thD.'t · u c ou. .. 1er~u.tian took place January 7 ~ ilednoaday • 
bo • oeu Go ..... ~\ ~i~ld. Kentucky ....:.1d your buso ut Lockbourne rebarding 
UD Ull.i.den~ifie~ f . yin(; obje1Jt. . 

• I 

f .. .. d.i d .• , . .....~.. . t 
... J " .a. l lJ.Q~ 1are UJo .1. 

"i ~ Air ? cr ·. e T:\ - . ye.; ;:crday . 
o h inb 1 O\.: od like a. flyint; 

• • •• • 

Yr . i.oocidin g. I read n.bout it iu 
.A ~~ ... a~;~:r.o.o.t about Col , :.;cks f.UJ'5~ g . 

a, c ')~ .. • =:'la t · j s all I kno·K u.bou~. i ·~< 
• 

• .. • 
Capt. Dusler sa.:.d there ;rea a 
fli'J re &sais w:i.r.o in this th~~ -

call f:rm.-, LockbournA Air Base. .and t.!ley .. 
• 

• • •• 
• • • • 

·cvl . D.: I ::-or.sol'lJ\lly YJ.lOW cat:'l i ~; or t ha.t :,ir. lcedd . ng. 
• .. ~ 

• 
• • • 
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Ur . ~. : 1 tttGndf.n"' L.~ y cu. co•lld ::'Ak.e ao . 1:-':Vt.H~·tiga'!.i on a":'l ~ ·~>ink it i:ov-.R• 
-::.o:-, in t~: t .. did ~ee i ~# :::....f\yuo you cot:ld cc.ll mo buck nn d I · 
co •ll c o:wc :::. ere o.nu t a 1 : to ~ Cl'!J!d bee J. · ~o i o in't:;c l .. ' ub( .~i.A) t .'\or.lc 

Col . J . : .. hel ~ ,. bcdJ· on -':J1i!l st ion S2.7l ~ !'oroi~1-' oc:j!)ct ir.t th . n:i2 -
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U 4t : 
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and ~..e ttar they discUL~..ied it irlth ar~ja!'e - ~ po.rticultl.rly 

?i eld o :~ .. 70U. <'u.l l ~ aL:d I "'N'il l cl.r1 ""Te ovar and tulk to - • • • , . 
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! . \ 0 .. \l . 
') 
oat.~ idott to tl l ~ m 

·., • • • • 
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I will appreciate it. Col onol .f='...9.t :.s .,vur e:.cvor:.sion? .. . 
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. . ~ -~ i . 1' 0 .... f s~1ma~ s ze. ~ I~ rom 
u oceeding s• t 10 MrH. -

~~ntuc-JQ' State Police wer e iilformed by unknow i:ldividDal (a) 
that :.n 'Jmls~'3l :rlrcr:ti~t or ob~ject was :flJi;lg thru ube air , 
circular i :1 anpeu ance, .with an a pproxi:nate -ri:ze of 25~ }CO 
f t whica waa IOOVi !l§ ·.1egt·~rd ''at a pr e t ty good clipu . '?!lis 
':]as relayed t o Godman ]1ld. 

See also report by' J amea m,dsoa, Inc. 48b 

j 07200 

~3CO: 

1310: 

14co: 

After 14co: 

Aft er 14co: 

1)300 - l~C: 

1735: 

=:s:tt 1925: 

• \ 

• 

oi obJect on 7 V'uly 48 is reporlAld roughly as fallon: 
• 

P,dw~·d~tille, .I.!.ltqoi~: O'ojeet of aluminnm appearaDca 
wi ~hou~ apparent wings or control surfaces whico n.oved 
SOllihwest remaining '"tiaibla for about. 30 :ninu1is 

El izabethto•a: 

L.~!-1 ngto~ .. • 
• • 

So descrintioll -
Do description 

!-t~dison: e. Kz. - a s reuorted in t hi3. 

Cil@!l'abtJiU;- lo 'iescri"Ot ion ... 

• 

• 

4-·aso7iii9"; .. Teim ·: .:\. ar. ~yfer~ . .. tronorner b\ Vcu1de1·bilt 
UniT. sco ted an ob,ject SS3 of tfasrrri lle , Tenn. ~t~en 
lb3CC Wi tll baske~ a ttache d \1/hich moved f ir3t : SE tileD '.-'est 
a t .:1 3p~d of 10 ~.\PS at 3fJ!l~X 25, OCO ft. 
Godmu. nd Control Tower: ~ee CrDer' a account 33s) 

~e ~alar accoun\ 33e) 
Lo~k~~I'!13• . .A?l9 ~lt?vm~1.a13 .Onio} SPe I ncident 30. 30a. 30 b 

& 3Co 

• 

• 
• ,.., 

• • • 
•• • 

I • • • 

I • 
• • \ • 



·- '•o. 10-l 
• Ju l V ) 
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t ,,. I 1 .. f l rM fur lnl "r·offitl' (ttrfl',~or•l•ntl' 
,, ,, hl n hct dquartrn. 

:-.; •J mhrr o1ll cumm t! nl.~ r•n~((\lli"•lr. 

l • r r~lire ,..ldth ,,( .. h .. ~ t . b .. th - i•lt"C. 

• 

SHEET 
1 ·~ ,. oulhururd l)ft\c:r ~•mbfll• to d•=-i ~enalf' 
:ICJ.Irc•,••r ond a chlre'"•e. 

" •lll' -:o~ rnl n~ "'•n.Jl at lo,.rr h•ft or fnrm 
R • mA1n1n-1 'Poc:t I• AU1hctrnl only f o r 
proprr 'P•c•nJC o f typewritten l'l •natare. 

SU JECT ~zouast for Informat~on .. 

I u - '; I • • -
fERIEL CQ:\L'\J.\7\D 

• 
Platf ln ltl ol~t or tlldatc.r and l> pi•l.• t.-l•phonr 
namb~r and loc"tiun to r •th l oC •i•naluu. 

-

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------·--------------,--· --· 
!.!CR.v-;::G- 45 ~.ICI A.X0- 3 o~n. 20 Oct 4B f'RCIM COMMlNT NO. 1 • TO 

~\:T~I: C ~ot . BeQbout ... 

1. P..eference is made to recent.. telephone conversation be'LvH:•en Capt.. Becbout and ;Jr. 
Colling, concerni.."lg the location of \:.he planet Venus on 7 Janunry 1948 between the hou.rs 
or 1330 and 1515 vihen viewed f:rom the vicinity of Godman Field~ Kcntuck;r. 

2 . It is requested that t he f ollowing information be submi t ted hereon as comment 2 : 

a . Po!:3ition of pl dllet .:1l:, half-hour intervals during time mentioned. 

b . Cpinion as to \ rhether or not planet 
15,000 ft . or from the ground . 

could be seen f r om aircraft at 
• 

c. ·,·Ja.J any otC..er maj or planet in sight..i.ng distance at the time? 
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• 1. R. CLING 
Colonel, USAF 
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TO: 

.. 
• 

Unid~ntified Aerial Objact 

Commanding C~neral 
Air ~!ateriel Com:nand 
~rYright-I'atterson AF Base 
Dayton, Ohio 

3 .:;'ebrn1.r;r 1949 

• 

1 . Referenc-a is m:~Je to at t.ach<=d me3sa.:;e received fro:u your head­
qu.:trt~rs . 

2 . Th~re are no further theodolite readin~s availJ.ble at this 
bas~ . 

J . Persons mking tncodolite re3.ding3 ,.,ere qual:ifi~d forecasters . 
They are reliable and q~~liiied i~ the use of theodolite • 

• 
h . Briefs of daiJ y w~atr.er r e :{Uested are as follo·,-,s : 
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Sl.. ~).; £CT : Unidentified Aerial Obj0c t 

5 JA~ J 48 

6 J Ai'J 43 

7 J A'J 48 

LG1J@ TILL 113G 0 B '\S ~S VR:3L 2~'J0 
T H:::~r AT 1 230G HIG~ •.:V TOil 8/ 10 TO 
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Unid~nt.ifie~.: Aeri3l Object 
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Us .. nutborb:l'd office <~~ymbol .s to d f'signa te 
ndJre~~or and a.idres .. ee. 
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Pla c • iuitial.s o f clict nlot ..snd typist, telt•phonc 
numbf'r nnd loation to ri,bt of si;.:nollutr.. 
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1 . It is the uncierstanC.inc;; o thi s oi'J'ice that co nver~at'iQnz bet·.v .. ~en t~P toNer 
~t your .:'aci1ity und a irc r c.ft. i n flic;;ht ~r·rithin ce rtain ranc:~s ~rerecorded . Dur ing '3 n 
i nve stiga. tio:J. 9 J 9.r·,uq ry 1948 at Co..Luan Fi ela , t:~n-cucky , it ·,vas 1e&rnod that such a r o­
c o rding .va s :r.e.de '7 January r e6arding an unide.r:~ifie d flying o'b~c ct . Thi s event took 
place some -:::~e bet·'Neen 1400 and 1600 hours E .S . T . ro complete t he inte 11 i g ence invc s­
ti~a-ei o:l ol' 1:;:.--.. is ~ncid~:1t , it i: im;o r-ta::t t hat all perti~ent ic.foz·:nation be obtail"ed , 
oarticu l~r ly th~ ai tcussi c' t:t"it tock place bet:reen tho three P- 5 1 r:ational GuR r d ai1 · 
~ ~ 

c ra.ft enc tre towe r· opera tor- at C.od:l a.n Field. ." 
• 

2 . 1 t i s rcquestPC., ttere for~ , f:~u0 ._ t:rpe.-rri tten r~ oort of th:s trx1 scripti ou 
ba fur nichec t!' . .i s office a.3 f>)~r~ as po ~ .:;it-le . lf c8rtain .a~orc..; dr-: n?iJ r·~-C. i ly u!'!.df:l r ­
:t3.:t-i<l11~ 3 a rcr.ult of ~atic ::tnd ln~e:-~~e !:"e~ce , an atte::1pt at cn1 iu· .. er2retation b:y a 
~~1a.l i fi eJ. o"' ..... r:.1 tor s'1ould be -:::ad e to obtain a. t least so:ne bit of i r.fo r-;la 7,.,1 on i;ha t r.ii g:d .. - . ~ . 
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three ?- 51. r~a. tional Gua~d 

15 Jan LJg 2 

ha·1e ~- recor1 of tha cor.Yersation tb3.t took ul'lce bet""Neen -
a ircraft a nd the tcr.ter opera tor at Godman F:J eld . 

2 . :::.: .L,:-:ere is a r~cord of t-he inPor:n.ation r.anted in par asr3.ph l, comment 1, j t 
ld.b ·- "1 f D . C . ,....--. '\_.. .• (""'? · ''("'C'') ,.. ...._,., ":rou e a·r.::..,_..La o rom -r,ne • evacrm1en ul:unano~r, 1 ;,..~-o .. 1r6U • •)T\l ·• "'- \."~ "~! , v-JUman 
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It i 3 aopa.rent. froa too d.a.ta. given a.covs~ 
pl anet 

that the object si5ht.ed a t Godman .Air 
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~t~ of Y'~r request, to 
m~tionarl . ~~xt.raeted ve1·slnn~ 
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... .. Stat t by lst Lt .?.m1l I. 0 r. u-3o5766. Ai u and .\i~ Colntta;tnica,ions 
~-, r"11ce ~c. ::-~e ~:ic~ 7J3-5· llr Foree Bas, vol.""Y \lO}r~ .. ucs St:1 con.fi.mc the f~t 
·.1at · the -~athe station ~ .. ~eo<loll~e 'V11! l(;d and t:-acll:.'?!d ~'1..:. :lb.jec~; tik.1.t t a object ~ ~ 

. ~- 1.~\ stW,n .. 1t 'loou; 24<lc- a--i~th "' clavation. at :4CO !l...")ut":J . and tha.t it d1 ttred iro!!' 
11.a rtew ~t tJbou.~. gr;{!' ··at 1~~ ":l.-r-3· .. •· 

• • , 

• 
"'J .. li.. t"' t .. ii:.eJlt 'by C<-,l.nnel u 7 ]'. Ri.:t, ~ !:l!!X-mding vf!:i-: r, He.'ld. . ... rt~rs. 315 · 1 

..ir Joree i31l .... r-t • t ('i:la~ - .. :_ ) C \.~um n .u"i"lcl :'orl "lOX, A nt.nck'f, · te~ 9 ~ 19u.e\ B.t··-. 
t~'la~ on or ~'.)t)u"t. 1 . ·~5 hou~s th,) objet!t '""'s !1:-:-~t si.gt1.ted at :?!5; s.nd t h:B · i t, could be 
pl aial7 ::e..,n ·1:l th tho n.e...kcd • ~a · about 1/4 'the s1 %8 of a :t"ull on. ni te. • col "):r 

nd ~o~l.:r t~t;OD&OQ' for l-l/2 hour~. .. . 
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• Dear Co..c Wler, · • .. ~ 

• .. "of • 
• 

( • 

accident I:J. Jlinuary 1948 , at . Y'n.n1s:l in, ~entuclQ, an ai.t·Cl'af't 
occ~:r-ed & ld e county .co.x'~ner , !41"' En.a., •:; 'W Boc e:r , ~- :at&Jd.tLe d t.h, 
b~ of the pilot, Capta=Jn Tho&ms If -~·,t.e~l , Jr. · 

• 
;..tlit':!- Feder&~ . l at1.- ·L .. mcy is conductj..l:'g an investigat#:\ ()\1 c;, f 

e 1milar s cc.;!.dent 1n h ie the c !JOe of deat.b is considered iden­
't1cal. ~q be.ve expresa~d d ~1 for medj ca 1 records or- e:ny 

• 

other 1n:form.."'lt10D reg a.1:di!:'g the c:.onr.ttion of the pilot's 'bodl' after 
tte crash. · I am enclosing a C01-JY of their let·t.er to us regaJr.-d.jLng 
tbi3 in.f01":Aation. 'n'le case f"ll at \Tight-Patterson contains in:fOl"- · 
::=1at i on on the wreckbe c 'b '" uo t b lng con~ ~:* .._i,~g tbe pi J (.)ta condi tiou .. 

• 
• 

• • • 

Any j:ofor,samior.. wW.ch m"l.:J b.a.Te, such c t lle au:t~pcy 1·~port ~ 
:xedi cal fi.ndj11gs , :ph"l·~a o't the body, etc , 'WOUJo be app1•eciated by 
the F~(k.,:al Aviati:n.~ Agency . 'tie request t he:t -you for wn.srd any 
~·rai 1 b l e data ~1 cll u W iY b to ~ 

• 

.. 
\ 

• 

• 

•• 

• 

~ Dr Ric l a STJYd.er J Ph D, ·AM .. ~19 
:F~de'I"S~ A lation ~c.ney • 
p 0 '3ox 1082 . . . 
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:-ianteJ 1 C' se, J aJlUBlT 19~ ·. • 
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•• State Police-
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- Dr~iDg J a:nutJ-'7 ~ 1~, Police Ot:f'icer Joe Walker· conducted 
· · an investi~ tion of c~ ai rcratt accident Y.bich crashed into the 

yat-d of Mrs Carrie :fhillips, Route 3, I.ake Spring Road, 5 rlilea 
Scutb·~.rest of F'r.mklin, Ar~ .... rtuc1~l ( • .1 • i~1.1po farm) •- . 

The F10oe:ral :v1at.1on Agency is co.noucting an :!.nvestigation. 
of a s uilar acci-ent. .lury in.i\"\J."Jl.n:..ion wh.!.ch you y bave rega'rij ., 
i ng the ai.rcrat t Yl.'th~.sr-g and. p .t lot's ' :.-~d i t..1..on, a r'ter the cra£th s · 
•'CUl.d be appreciated by tbem. ·tie realize that t:hls eve:nt. took . 

• ... 

place over sixteen yes~ ego , however ~ i3ome of the penormel ·· 

; 

a ssociated nth this incident may rec8ll facta "W'lrl ch. vould be o-F ..... 
assistance 't(, Dr Sl:\:Jdex·nin inciderlta of this nauu·e ~ A:rly :!nfor- .­
mation ldli c.b . you. can obtei n sbauld 'be fol"V8:t"d to: • 

... 
• 

, 
• 

Dr Rich1\. \,.1 G n;,'tl~, l-11 J), .AM .. ·ll9 J­

F~r3l A~ation Agencj 
? 0 :1ox l.oR2 

- ., OkJ..ahr>~ Ci y, Ckl ,;tbotna_, 73101 
• 

I 

We are ati.achl ng s. c~y o~ Dr su,d er • s l etter to us and an 
e:ctxact tl:o the irdt.ial. tTFO l"eport. · 
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CE£CK - LJST FL'/ I ~!v" 0 ° J F. C'"' ~· L,o,ol 

l . D~\ t;o 7 Jan 43 
• 

2 . Tir.w 1310 
• • 

3 , Lo cat ion .. ladi soartlle .. I:;r. · 
-

J!.. IInmo of obse r ve r N/S 

"B/ S • 

6 . I"dd r css of obse rve r 1~d1soatille 

• 

D. Hunbu r of obj ects 1 • 

9. Di5tnnco 0~ obj v ct f r om ob~orvo r 3/3 

10 . TirrlO in s i ght N/ S 

11 . i"1t itudo !}~ 
' 

4 milea 
• 

• 

- • • 

1? . Spr•od 10 ,~ .... a 
t. "'" .. 

13 . Direction of fl iGht 
• 

1L. . - -
,c; 
- , . 3ou'!:d .Js • 

• 

16 . Sizo lCO f fro• tcro to bottoa a»d ~ :!~ acrosa - ~ 

, .... Go1o r N/3 ..L I • 
• 

lB . Shc.lpO cone .haoe -
• • 

10 -· / . 'J1or c!otectod YJ/S 

20 . 1 p p~ront co:t.struction 

21 . E;.:ht U.;:,t trci l s 5/S 

- • • .J/3 • I ''\ c 'lQ T" c o ...... - 1 .ns • ~ ~. - • • - .,1.. """ • 

•• • 

- ·-' . 1 .. ~ , I • 
• ,.., 

c-t . 
-r, -· 

• 
...... . . . • .. ~ 'r'" ""'"'r> , .. ...... ... .., r , .... . , ,., 

• 

,.. 

• • ... 
c • 

• 
I 

lncid ~r.t # 7~ :r 
).., 

• 

c:;b . i{u;:l:.t r~c:; : Sotr.tSOll& from :.1S}Qi JOATille .adv-l3ed :til i tary i 
tc .... :r had obse!"Tt~d thrn a ::Jbch ~elesco,~ a n ob,.j ~ct da~cri'Jed aa c 

(o7er ) 
' · .... '-' - r J __ i U ~• (" . J ,- - t ,_- I - !'""' 

; ~ ........ ' j I .::::> t t -- -

• 

• 
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Mant e 11 c~".ee :... . 
• • 23 J\1) 64 . 

• • • • 
·~ • 

• 
.. 

• • 
• •• • • 

Dr R1cb,~rd 0 Snyder , Ph Di ftl!-·119 
Feder a~ Aviation .Agency 
p 0 Box 1082 • . 

• 
OkJ ahcma City, Oklahcma., 7310~ :~·-:.. . 

, 
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• • 

• • 
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• • • • -. .. .. , • .. .. !t 

• • • . . ~ . 
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• o I 

•• •• 

• 
• 

• 
l 

• . .. . . ,. 
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• • • -• 
I 

• 
• 

• • 
• 

1. Ref~rellce· your letter, 20 Jul 64, Mantcl.1.. Cas e< All available 
infor.!lation :r..:~g-cirdjrJg the nccidcnt 1-ro.s for~~ . .r-ded to you on 10 J\11 . 
~To pb.otos of tile bod), eutopoy report or mr:d i cnl data vcre inclu ded 
"tli th t he o..::cident r '! .-·:>r t . · 

• 

• • 

2 . ,,;e have 'b&.k£n the libert' of :fo~-l8.rding your letter to the State 
P?lice and County Coroner' s offi ce at ~lin, Kentl.l.~/ in bopes 
that t~ey TN!Y be ab l e to i\lrnlsh yea thta data. Copies o:f our . 
let.te.:-s to then' ar~ attached. 

• 

3. A dup:icc-.. t e 
is attached ... 

• • 

• 

• 

• 

case file such &.'1 the o:oe geut -u, yc:u on 10 J'ul 64 
• • . \ 

• .. , • 
• 

• 

• 3 ~tche 

• 

" 

• 

• 

• • 

• 

. - . 
• 

• 

ERIC T d t! J'ONC! asx~:RE 
Colonel y USAF 1 .. Ltr to Cox oner, Si.:npnrJu County 

• 

• • 

• 

• 

t~ty for Teehno1ogr 
and Subsystem• . 

• 
• 2. l:t.r to State Police, F'.ralJ.kl:tn , K:.f · 

• 

• 

• • • 
• 

• 

. ~ 

• 
~ . 

• 

.. 

• 

• 

• 

.. 
• • 

• 

• 

• 

• 

... 

• 

o# • 

.. 
' . l ~· -: 

'• • 

, . 

• 

• 

• 
• • 

• • . ..... 

• 

• 

• • 

• 

• 
• • 

• 

I 

-

• • 

3. I~licate Caae File . 

• 

• • 

• 

• ·­... . ... 
• • 

• 

• 

• • 

..I 
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
• 

• 
• 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• 

• . \ 
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1 
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• -

• • • • 

... - ... .. ···-· __ / 

.\..t. approx:L~tely 14003, 7 Ja:1.ua~J 19b.S, Kantuck:r State ?olic~ repor ted 
t.o : 't ~no:c ~\1ili tary Police th~:T had si ,h tad a n unusual ai.rcr.:lf t, or objec~ 
fl:r'...n6 ~hrouzh J.ir, Cir,:ular in :1p~P.:lr:t!1Ce .1..:_1pr OXlJna tely 250 - :,oo f~Ct i.U 

d;.:1:neter, movin.;; ;·rest1'1ard at 11.:t pretty good clip . 1' fhis in turn was repo.r+...­
ej to the Command ing Officer, :oenan Fiel d, F~ Krox, Kentucky, vilio caJled 
Godman Tovrer and asked them t o have ?light Service check ~th F~ight Test 
.:tt Wright Field to see if they had any experimental aircraft in that area. 

Captain Hooper at E1.ight Test Operations stated, rr;re have no e.xperi­
mental aircraft in th3.t a rea, ho~Never "Vfe d o have a B- 29 and an _.l- 26 on ph oto 
nissi ons in that area." This tnfonn.ation ;~as rebyed to Godman To7fer by 
dispatcher on duty a nd a verificati on on r eport 7~S asked for • 

Godman Tower ]at.er called back and 
E't Kno:c J.JjJ_i t,a:cy Folic?. ~nd foll01ied by 
Police • 

stated first report was by radio t.o 
t~lenhone call to s3.me from State 

lnforma t ion on P-51' s :md further 
C~p~~in Arthur T. J~hli, Supervisor of 

-

~ renor vS are -
the 1600~ -

r eported as follows - by 
21.:003 shift . • 

tr}.ben the 1600~ - 2400E shift r epor ted for duty ;·:e were advi3ed that a 
"d.i~c'!, or q?;lloon, or some ..,:-<>tr~p,.:Z.~~~.f?.bl,~Gt rras seen hovering m the vici­
ni t-.J of Goeman Field . TI1ls obj act was se9n. by the Commanding Officer and 
OperJ.. tior!s Officer ot' r;odnun Field ;-rl-to advised that they would at tempt to 
s..., r:d airc-r3.f t t o a s cer ta-in the :,i''.e ' .. nd shi1pe of the obj ect. 

"At this ti-:1e t.hare -Has a flight of 4 P5l ' s e nroute from r:ar:i~ Lta, 
Geor;;ia to Standiford Fi eld, Louisville , Kentucky. The l ead chip ?Jd.S 1;G j'£9, 
pi2.ot ::antell . :Y:1e ~onnrar1CL'"'l g Officer, C-cc::;;an Field contact~d this pilot 
c:!l.:. r'3'.:j_Ues taC. tnt he :L-:ves~i03-ta tha ::>c : ~c7, o .. Terheade · 

• 

• 
rr One of t.h e shin~ 

• 
.... - - ~~ ... ., ... :\ , r"' ., . :-d. • 1 1 
_ , . , .... _

4J.l .... 0.. ... .L... ... • 
,.... . 
11 ! ~ 

tr..lt 22, 000 .:'eet :pilot ;:3.:"r16nd, !JG 737, ad.vised Clefllents, liG CjQO, that 
h~ had no o:·:ygen equ;;>:nent. Both pi.l c>ts t~s:1. r eturnBd to 3t3.';'1difori ~:..eld; 

:pilot 12ntell, 'CG 3869, contL"'lued climbini:'; ,. 

~ 

' 
'I 'I 
• \ ... J 

, 
..... ·' ) ~ ' • • • 

I ' • • • 

• 

..,4..,,...;5"=' ~1 •1---~"- ~,;,..., '"l.....L V ..L _,_ .__,,.; ...,.t., , , 

.:'. ~ ~:? --nxil!'.3. taly 
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-
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• 
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• cr::J.so-
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c .?n ter :n...1.de .:t l ong, tlista ·lee call to n'y•:-n1..'i<lin_, 
o ffi•::e.r Joe ', fallc~r, -;1~0 too'( charf;e J. t the 

11 Cfficar .'f3.lk~r st.~~~d th::J.t --.·men ha ar-riv.:!d the pilots body h '"td been 
l .f ·'-h ·- aJ.XCl' ..., r-t T t . . . t 0 f f'J' C ~ ·l' ·,·1~,..,] k~~ r~tno-r~c rom v . ~ .:.1..1. • ~ oon '}ue.:; ~onmg eye -il~ nesscs, .. _ .... ~ .... 

lc:1:--ned that the a i~craft had explodad in the air before it hit the gronnd _, 
hut, th-!:1 t the aircr3.ft d i d not b urn upon contact with the ground • 

" The wr-ecklge 1vas scattered ove r an area of about one rnil e , a nd at that 
time thB tail section, one 1·r.i ng , ~nd the p ropel lar had not been located. 

I 

11Lt 'r-Jler, Opar:tti:>ns Officer 3.t S ca.ndifo~d Field, departc:d Standi.for·d 
.?ield fo~ 0ollL"1g Gre~n1 Kcntu.cky in !iG e101 to inv~Jstig:J.tc tha :tccjden t., -

• 

.\.lao .:t r, 0'..4' s ugges tior. :.;..11 LTives r,i2a tion "Jarty .:1nj 1:ilita ry Police -.vcre d:i.s ... 
n :t :, .. h,~d f rom Godman 1.' i0ld to the ::cene . . ~ • 

"So mu,.,;h for the .J.cci.J.ent - nOI'/ hold on to your hat t 

11 3odma.n To':'Ter again contactod us to report that there was a lar ge li~ht 
Lithe sky in the approxL~~te position. of tha obj~c t seen earliar. Then 
Loc:cbou1ne Torrer ~nd Clinton County To-:v~r advised a g reat ball of lie;ht VP-S 

tr:tvaJ ing south~ISS"ti across th~ sk'..r . . . 
• 

".7e then contacted Olmsted Fli~ht Service Center and eave them all the 
inforn"ltion av.lilabla to deliver to the Air Defense Comma.nd at ?.!itchel !4'ieJd, 
Hempstead, New Yorlc . 

of 
uLa ter i'le recei?ed a cal l frcm ~ ~O'l..is, 

lj -rht was pass in,. dir<Jctly o7er:- the· field 
TO""'Ja:t:., a..d;.r:i.aing..._tha..!i _;l_gr e.J t 
- Scott T07f~r....,t;~·verified ....,. ..... ....... . 

ba::.l 
thi-s 

u~·re then rec~i"7~d a call frcm Air Defense Command throush Olm~te<! .... 'f~f~t 
S~~vice. Cno t•'P ad7isL'1g 113 to 3.le.=-t .. fof£:~:,.,!]:~J J,~,..l:"•~~-, Ft Smith, ark3.nsas , 
an'i iG.nsas City, :.rissou.ri, and that they had plott:.ad the obj ~c t as moving 
~."iS;! .. ~_'-'5.Q ,ID)l.ss.~.p'3r hmtr • 

• 

• 

............... _ _... - ------
J'~(-- u ;r~ ~~~ceiv~d infom3.tion c- ,. 11 F1 . h"" ,... . c . "-ha+ 

.1.. rol"'t h.aJC"."rP ~ _ l[, .... ue:rn..ce en :..er v .., ~ 

.. , 
• , I 

._... 

II. ;. 
i "' 

J r . Seyf:"!rt, a.nr a.stronomer at Va:1derbilc UniYersiLy, had suott?.d an obj~ct 
- SSE-· of- Hasnv .ille, T:.;nness ee that he id ~ntified as a pear sh'l;:>ed calloon .vi th 

C.:lbles and a basket attached, movine first "-->53, th~n .T, at a sneed of lJ ""'l"i.l~!3 
p3r h our at 25,000 fe~t . This -rra3 ob3erved bet-:-reen 1530C :tnd 1015c. 

• 

"-, .. :-:1-.L ..;,d '7' 1 ·"'-"t · "'\ ..... 71.. "~ C ,,....~.. -'1" · . ·,~ , ' ~ .. ,~ ~r:>d ··~ :.. o ..: .... - - ·"'· ·~- " a...: --~"'"' _, ....,) v .., • - -- ) .,J .., - """' , :. 1 "" ~ _, . .. 1.. -....) .., .,) ' - ...;, ./- .... ., J '.-J. t- .... 
• 

...... . , . , ..... """) .. .. --- ... ... 
• 
L,() · ..., ....... ,.., .._,.l ;:, roc-.-ln.!..::~ ~e""'o --+- of'+.'-~_ . ......, .... ,!"'\ .;n, .. ; ,.l, P"\- ro v,. . , -....... ...:.-·.l ,.. """ - ·· •J - - ~"-' '"' .J _ v - vl ~ - • 1 .... v _._. -l .a. \,#..:...~""' _ 'J v - -

• 
1 r . -- \ :\ .... ..... .. 0 

!..J- --·""""' •.., C cr:una:1d at, 

0 v'"' . •·1' ' - ..;:) - #"~ -v " .~ . . f • 
. .,, - " 
• ... J ... , t..' :J • 

l . ~··r ·l.-0 .....,1 • .. <!' roo "' ) .,., "') ~ • - • _ r -.. .-.v ,..~ · 1 .. .._, 

• ·- .. -. • 

• 

l , ..... , . ... 
... _ • l . .. 

'-J 

2 1 

~ . )•"' ... 
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• 
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"All this ti.n~ the weathar ob..;Jervc r a~ God."iU:l l.i·~ld ·.·ra..> spott.i.n·:; the 
obj 2ct ·yi th a Thaorioll te e.!ld :<~~pL"lg a 1·eco:-d of ti-ne., , elevation~ ') r:,l 
az:mut.hs . ... 

ll..)t Louis ATC ad,ri3ed of an :1.rt~cle ":)rinted in tht,; 11~>hvar--J3v111 e Tnt31-· ... 
li~.)nce.c 11 , Ed:;l<lrdsville, Illinois, describing a_l') objact, over th~ t o-Nn at 
0720,.:; , of al1uninum appearance wit-.hout, apparent wings or control :::;urf .aces 
'\.hich --;-ra.:> moving south~est. This object r emai:>c.:l visib l e for 3.bout. 30 mi.nutes~ 
This ~rticl e went on to describe th~ amazement and .. :~ondari.ng o.r the ed:i ~or 
r ct,'lr ding this ob j ect - and you ca n bet tba t he was no more confused than I 
am at, this moment ." 
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J7J.2 
l I • 

• 

. SOBJECTJ ie~t o! Ob~orvation ot OnJ.dent .. 1.tied Object. • 

• • 
• 

t • -1: • • 
in Slt.ies Above God!llan lialr.t ' • 

• 
' . • 

• 
•• · TOs CC'.f.U'atrling • 

• 
• • • 

; 'Ovf•lth A.t~ .r'o&·~ •• 

) ' 1.7 Jout:,. ~:Jl~ ~ ~ eet • 
• 

·... burg, l'ct' :O...~~iyl·t az, · 
" p .... , "!'t'l t: • l 1 c. d 1 

" . . .. .1 .u.~u. ·~ o .• 4t 4;-;atl .or ?lO • .>uctloll 

• 
1.. The incl.osed cort.Uie3~iona arc o( pa-t-soo~l 1'~o::1 

Gori-:en lleld w:'X> 1Jitne!1!£0d ~hu ob ject. in the south~est.en1 eky 
rr )!."';1 ~ .... d~n Ji .ld. OQ 8 J er.uar"'/' 1948, i t)l additional i:lim~:u­
nt .ioo .:on.c c 'Lt~rt"" tb .los• of a i -;l, ~~:J$i,9)e 

• 
• 

2. Tatfc.,., !:tan. i!.ord Fit~ld ~ . l.ou1.::. ~ 11 1 e, :~.., ., 
rec r.t.~tJ t t. ~'f.\") ai:' c.~ J"t. nn un~poclt.i!'d t.:rr.Jl ,.ortl t( .: ir..a 
c-~ .. ·r t -:- .::n .:j! a ld .l...~· o t"d ~p.ra."ti~~atoly l)lj hrs.- ard ·· o\,1d ~ 
dir .. c t. , t .o .1!1:: ~o ... c,~!in t~ a:1s i.s.t. J :) det e::.!li.:,; r. ~ 

J 

definit.e ~at.- us of the r tm't •d object.. ·~h , a 3rc.~t~' t, d.~rl 

.~1..1~ • y.3ar. .;not.llc..r .!~irt, l\1. t.COP'M<i o1' !~U2 P-51' ~ fle~ d.i J' ctJ.;.t 
~Vt=r ..io<l.'!4an T . t lt 3-t, ppro.Y. '.tely lSCO /,l·o.,. ~l;. hleh t j re 
thc7 ' ... tire Laken t h i.r- jdent.Ui-=.t.t~on. Upon being ) 1.!o1 :.c.d ~hat 
~;,e;r -;,ere latclcnal Ouard a.!~ut t~~ Stand.1!ord F:telct , a.ntt 
ucon "':.ht l.r epj7ing 1n. til~ a er-!.;w:.:a.t1Ytt that 3\U .. ! icl n t g;}s aa 
.. l·)- ~l e, tnay a.~ltsd U t hey would. devu~ !rom their 
c curse "J~ i ~r., in d t..cr ;~.n.' 'l ~ha n:'l. ~ ure o.f t ,~ {' o\. joe. t • ·r!J clr 
.s!.l tot t fl ight tQ "'• ; J"orc aa clL.3ed ,t t.t~:~. jt .~ • 

• 

3.. "il ob je~t., it GP i~red t,. tJl:~ urMJer~i f91~0 , was 
~1!-· . .;JJ.:: in Dha.pe and , :t£ lt ' .. .ls s grs~ t. di;:)tancx ~.T.~-t~· 1 ~.!\~ 
l/1.0th t ! ~ !tlz~ o.! a l' ul ID.QQn .. J..~ it. -:ta~ an ~rt.ly ch jo:::c1., 
t:~ ~z.e, aa ccopar ... d t,o. "'" d:L1U.nisninJ aJ Z6 oi t nc , • 5J 's 
:;.7in ... ~ t.~ard. it, sou:nt'X1 " ll be t l ea.,t s~veral ~«\.UJ~ , . ... d f ~ ut 
• • • 
.:.. .. 1 ~ ~ J.m ~'ter ~ 

,. , ._ \ I " \ ) 1 ' '"[ j ',. .,, \ 1 ~ ' 
l)o~\vyGn \ 0 ED . \... :... 1 • • ~ ~\ ·-., •, _... .... '- , 

' . .1\-•- •• , • R 
- - t .._ .,. - ~ T " ' r.IJO•~ 4., "') II.) • •"' 0 cw;).::)J..I.'~!:.D _--.~· ___ L 1 ..... r .... _ ... :-s. 

- ..J ~ rJ D :J II~ ~ :2 I 0.: .) 
• "'i) ' "" ,.,.. 

•• ' I ; .!1C- 4 ' f 
7 -· -~ • ... -~ ~ r.. e rrt:H~ :•· · 

:-:: ~.. _ tan.l.:ry ..;l.i7 a r 
..: ., .::t Qt e':l!n:. 

·: . --.S'=- • ~ .. ~ . 31a cK~ell 

., 1 N C" \ s - I r- . - r-.. '~ i Ll""\ ~') I I- ! \:';.; \::J 
' 
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• 

- -·---
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,. ' . '""~ ~a r.t. • ~'"I a• • \.iaJ.. v er 
• I ' ' 

'o.pt . ,raa.c., • 0\:csler,Jr* 
• J • ..,t. • t ·n r:~ 

4 . ...t.a'- -~""~nt 

5 • .Jt .H. ~t!nt. 

:) • :Jt :!.t 0i3ant 
~ol. Gu:; r'. f i:.t, ndlr. ' Oft~.eer 
Lt. Orcer 

• • 

37J .2 • lut Illd" · 
• 

·.' • • • 
• . - . 

• 

.. ~: : Ca::vendL"\t. G«leral, Zlcvent.h ~ir lorue, 
Uarrlabur61 Penn.qlYania . 

• • 

• 
• 

• • 

• 

• 

· · ~ .. t~TIOfi: L\. Col. Chandler, P!O Section • 

• 

• 

• • - . \ • 
I 

Wt l'VCtions 1 ':{0\#" 
• 

• 
• 

• 

2, ' .. 
!.iding ' ei J" _.r • • ..... v U l.ln .L'lVes,,i ~t~r !~r tllo .... ~ 

;.) "' ) ~~nc 

i, :i..r.icn, ... a~~:· ~ nt. of tt - • 
L ... r orc ' , & • . u,.no ... ' ) • .. .-~n \;. PwJct, Ctd r-) 

... r v .. :J. at vh L:5 '"' .. ... at d. m~i~ ~ tho ou'· h j n~o .• t • p "~-- s; ., 
tion o£ to ~t. t.ad in ba:sie la t tax: . • • 

• • 
• 

). ..l.l· .. er ol.-wAi:li~ st.at<'alt'rtt . aw fUll Worm~tt.iO!l on the b't.ter I 
.:~~ i:tw•d L'l3t.;-uttiontt toa~ oo re~• on the subjvct "Jtou~d be made 
until. !urthc~ n,, "'ic . t a gi ' ~ .... 
. -

, 
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9 Janus.ry 1948 

• 
• • 

• • 

I!> Pfc Stanley Oli\rer, ·was 0::1 du ty jn the Con t r ol Tower a·L Godma.r' 
Field. on i..h ') aft e rnoon of "/ Jsntiary 1948 . Whe n first heard of' the ob­
ject i n the._ sky about 1320 CST, we rdcei ved a. phone call f r om Co l onel · 
Hi:c' s of'fi.ce . _that- a l~rge object W9.5 sighted at M.ansvi l le , Kentucky .~ t}').c ' 
s~p_?o sed: obje ct wa s suppo sed .. t o be·. about 250 fee t to 300 fee t in d ia-
""P te r ~ t 1 0~~0 CST or m.ore· .." · -. - · 

• ' I -• • • • 
f, - - • 

Sg t 3 l::l C'·c·;~l l ~ i ·hted ru1 obj e c~ to t h e so uth·,~·~s -t. ~r God man .Field and 
he 3. 3 ~e~ H1e i f l ... ~ .\· i ti . I ... :· .v t.">-te obj~ Gt but L'·. 1llc-;;0 t 1 ·,vs ;:. :lr-r:3.t'_; ) n i. n_: l 
s~·.v i t. .lnd Sgt BJ.:1c'c.roll "'v~ ·o rr: e ~o lo ~.- .c ~ t:.:> i ri . J'hi s · ..: 1a r ' ' 18.3 t e:1.Jly 
S'...;.ra I sau _ .. n objecv e.nd t\ ...... r.l. ve calJ ei Lt '"' ~nar > ; •1 ':'..0 ca:ne t o t.he Cont. r o ] 
J.'o.,.·e::- ~.nd he too S'3..'N the ob ject. Lt Orne r then c:.ill ed Capt~in Car t e r who , 
af~e r c o;ni.ng to th_e Cont..rol To·Ner , also saw · this object ~ Co.c:>tai n Carter 
call~d Colonel nix ~·,no car:;e t o the Cont r ol Tower and he too ~s.w th9 ob· 
jec~ . •:e all then a~temp t-:;cl t o fi.. 6urs ou~ just whs.t it could be nne to rne 
i v had the re:Jemb l9.n c c 01~ ... rL .i<.b c r c u.r, c· H' lopped Nith reC. . . 

• • 
• • 

• • • 
• 

• 
• 

• 

• 
• 

At or a bout 1445 CS'l' we sighted f )ve (5) P- bl aircraft coming on 
r~:H:l th~ ~ou t~west :u:Jd ~s t h ey ca::ne ov~ r t he Control To\-1- 0 r so:neor..a suc:; ­
'3s t e d C _l l tacti.nl t _tF- :: jrcr·art.. S, ,t; l'LiCI{tJe l ) c ot1~ .. a c t e<J t h1:1 m on " B" 

. c r .:. w el (1JEF) and a i r c r £\f'G a c 'no·.vled0 ao hie callc So::wo:::n sug~e sted thEly 
try t o overt~ka the object and we r 3 :.J.U e.;,U~d t he planes to try G'.nd the 
fl iC''l t l e ade r stated h '9 ~~~a uld .. · ..'!1e call ;;i b· n of thi ~ s h:i.p wa s .:G~~ g ~ • 

c 
Titej· ~urned a r ound. a. :_d star-ie i to,vard ~h.a s ou.thwe s t a 6ain . OLe pi lot :il • • 
t:-e f ..:> r :-·q.t jon t :;ld ~'c-.e f light lead ar th.s.t he V.':) uld. lj ke to cont'inue on 
to Loul sville with t l::e flight leai er giving '~-d s pe r m:.ssion to do so . ,·,El 
',(e:>: in COnl. 'l.Ct vtitr t t-- e- r1 i7ht . } ell~€l' f r:J ..- O.OOUC t'!V9nty-f1\H~ (2'1) •nin-- ~ 

u~~s . T.he ]:3 st contact e :P d wi th · h ... f')i l; l ' '-' J e ?.r~v r VH.t:: w;, C:J o ~ ... o f hjs 
wing!!l.e r. cnl lad and c 'li.j n.,_1 n t i..h e }~ ell e.r e v·c l"'lok:n~ f rJ.r "'. {.')ig/d,· )t;>ader 

• 

• 

• 

• 
• • 

I 

• 

• 
• 

• 

.. , 

, 

• 

• • 

• • 

• 

• 

stated ha had' the object in sight o.nd he V'w&. s gojrg up tu s e e what it was . 
Ea .. a i u. a t prese ~~t h e .·ms r1 t 150 8 J f~et and w~ s sti ll cJ1mbin~;. T!1Qs e 
were :he Jn ~t worda i belie ve wa he3.rd fror.1 h im . Ot h8r pilots i n tr.o 
for ma.J. .. j on tri a d t u con : act b i.m b ut t '1 n o 'l&il .. 

•• 

' 

• 

I~ about another t en or fifteen minutes anothe r P- 51 too~ orf rroro 
t; J J 1 ~no ~ ~-(~.:J if 

1.) ') - . 
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l D. .... ~en h e camd 0 7 e r t ho:-l "' - 1 "" J 'N·o ,... .~.:J"'..-r o .... _ -- - • 
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t~~ ob ·3ct t;~in 
(H)Il:n~c. Field and 
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J LI"fCJR (Cont ' d) 

sr:d t o my b~ lj df t~ e J b j8ct '.Vl ' s a grc 1:1. t di st'ln.cc 1'1 ora 
it ws.s so f ar I c:>uldn ' t tall if ~twas !Ilo'Ving O!" l ' Ot . 
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. ~ T s~ -~~nt.on L~ BlTAc\~ . ll, Fl. 247, f 3.$ on 0\lt :J ~ .. C}·~('l c l r•t.·')r 
!.:1. t.,he C.lt ,'f4ol To~er a t tlr.x:!~J.\ t\ Yteld,. ~' • on tne a.(ternoori o£ .. , Januru•; l .. JltO• 

U.? m-c,i.l lJl5 or 1.320 ;;;.~tt~s -w~N rout- inc. At ap r:,:-ox..i ~atflJy tb~, t i:.no J 
r$:ttived. a telepnon• cal.~ !roar.. ~gt. ~mt, Col H.bt.' a 01" !ic0, at at in& that 
....ycor.Jtng to i ' t. Kmx L• ).J.!_t.srT l:.ol ... ice err ~!;11 Toaa 3\~.:lta poli.es. a. l nr_:o 
cu~cu ... lar object ! rou; 2~o~"' !t. in.. cUametor . over ;.tansville , Ky. and 
:"' . ·.1 ~ted I c hock .~i th ·jr'!JJ ill grit. : nice to ·. e~tae 1C ~~Y unu.sval tJP" aJ.r-·­
!rai~ wa:s ill t.hat Yic.L'"'l.\..ty . · ili~t-. Serv~e ad:Yi~ed lld ·~&t.S vn on the a~-
::' ... ~ a.rtd · ~~.o,.;k the t: !"' r :1 !o, .::~; ·tj out GO ver.i!1 t r .. e fltary . 
.:~.:-t.J.;r .~ro ll.i :.: t. ~ r-vic Go -io n 1\wter ~os: tionn en sr. o b l t "' 1

-.J 

0r •il1gts:~ n , "y .. t.,~... t".t·bcro, y .. o~"" :Jb)u.t the ca:r,~ ~i o ~ dc;o-
cti1·r.ione ... bou lJ4j >r 135, ..,i~n·zy-J a..n (I j .. l"l t.hG ... k:f t."') t.. ~O'Ut-h 
o ... G an 1lt:.U d~ As l .. I ~~cation, I ~all m:r otacn,:-~nt C Q !!!A-

' r:d r, 1at Lt G .. or, to tne To"' or. A4'~er be hz.d i&h tfld t ttJ ob jeot, lY.. 
~ ' 1W for {;~ .. er-9.!.ior • ., Ot'tiaer, C.a:t, Ca~.Ar, over the t,elatal.k b<' fJ'OlU 

t.hC! 'f ra!!ic Deok .. Ho came up sr,air:, 1~ ~iattl.l;t. and Jool'ad &t tho cbjoct 
t.~r-~tt&'l tield gi..'\.aJJes 1n the '!vwe~. :1a th\la called !or tt.e CO, Col au. 
E~ c " t.o t h .... ~ .. cc~.:t4 , • .,0 t ... t'P ) rrl :' hted t ho ob eet. j.::mediAt~l:r • 
• \~ut 1.~>30 tc. JJ.1~ a. fllJJht oi' rour P-5 'a ~::;:roach d Ciod.U!n ;-:'.teld !ro.:. 
he South, routo !'roDa .W.~~::..etta, Ca. t~ st ndi!ord i·ield, l:l• As they 

• 

r.a 3s~.rl o v~ t !'"..a t. ou~ r: I c .... . 'le. lh . QO "~" chanr .. ~:w, VB? and a3Y. d t be 
.f1 l ht l n t!!r, u - ~·1'1 , !! h ha!l crnu .il g~.! az.tl i! so, ~ OJld he :...ttld t..~7:3 
to id r •. !: a n ob ~~~ l t...,e: . to t e -.1o-~ t-h ot Gc · n i i~ld. Ho 
:"J'lol:.t . d 11\ t.hs af~ir!nat~ive and rr .. ~e right. tn!'r .. a~und Y:i t.b t o ll· rJP ~ 
!'l lH.i :T:oc~ed Scutb. .froa Go~n ?iel • ~ f ourth pL.~"" pr-oc OtJd~ ot1 to 
~tafl'.;.ti!or FioJd en #; Trhe ~hrso . ~hip fo~.rMt~n proceeded ~outb en 
h .d ill of 210°, cl.i::ubin~ !teadlly. l'llOut lh4~ t he !'ll~tJt )u.1:.tc:r, li.l r,b9, 
!~~ted. aeeiJ.l8 t ~H, objoct, " ad .ano bO¥o, + ":t ~till cl1.··o1J ~ ". To 
~ .. . i:b & . •ia& ClaD ~~torted, •. bet. t!le · Hell aN •• lo~in~ ! o:c •~ 1 Tbe 
le<ll.ie r ~·~~ ed , .t 15,000 n t m t. ·~~ o objoet. is dir•ot-ly anead ot and 
.. C Ol'J •· , .~.0'. n 1 lf f!'C'~ f 6~ II c ~ lih~.e'1 &ott • d f:l.. ~ rJ i!lC ::"~ ~ ·."._. ~ "(t 

.~o r plied .. •I &t: pcs~. 11 1 llic Otlj~ct .. of t ... a..-n • dou" ize ' ~ .t ) 5 ~ CO 

.!.'t, the flight. leader .r"ported, "l. ' ~ atlll clt:r.b .l."t~ , t.:.~ obj~ct, 1
" abn 

a:~G n~~ o! ' J- C"'Y ifl~ t!hout :!1 _1 r;r r~ter . I'!J t.r;i ng to elO P50 
.:..':1. :!:1~ &..bette look . Th1 · 1trl a cn 3Ct !fat ahot..-t l~l.> ~ n·~otlt ; .-:.in .. 

~ -:CJ~ , tha c~ha .. t wo h:ips jo ti !l.\ght turnP..Jl back .. .A, t.h 7 ~$SOO 
c-.:~ Qol.lQKn W 3 A r ..... ;o:Jwcd n1 O ~p , .. !.r5 l ~ke tho ~e.;.')..et:'t i<! O at' 6\.'Y t..' ~ ;~btJ 
.1 11 3A atrpJ..aoe cano97 11 • Shortl.J' a!te!"fta.rd , t.he sn.rno ?ilv~ nd ~nc 
.,;.:o :< of!. !rom .,)t.J..!'.t.,itorn ru~ re:n,med th •arcn. :1 :.ant. t o JJ , XO ! e-st 
~!~l! ~u.-nre<1 ~11 Jts ~utn a :xi did r.o't. :n.~ht. an:rtlli.n.g . 1 l.eit t.tlo C-;nt:--~J 
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T~!t!t un.t! o rs i nf.!:' ' li :5 ' ll li l£] 
t.ior~s vl"!icQr •. 
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• 

• 

• 
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· Af. approx.inwlteJ.r 14~0 .oours and 7 minut eo, 7 Jan 48 l ' ·. · 
reacd .. "t e:i a cell trora Lt.. ~rner, a ACS Detachment. Cca.TAnder, ... 

• 

t rat the To ;u~ bed spot t ed an l.mi::ont itied o bject aod ra·· · 
quast.ed that l . ta~e a. l.ock. Lt . (..rr~r po!.n t. ed ou · t.ho obJect , . 
to tn.~ south~s~t, 'Rblch w~s ea.sily diDcernible ll it.h the . nn.ked . i 

· sy • The objeat. a ppe-:u'od r®n cL.and ~ hi te. ( 'iehit~r t han •.:.m !' .. ., 

cloud~ th~r, pe ~ ::. · t in trent w; it) und coul j h se "l t.!tr-ough· · 
cj J~ douds. or!t m· l~ci:in~ t~~w_th f"l~ld _1~ so s ! or ti p ~-
. t ·1:~ J :>r !• rni .. ~ ut ·~~ I r1:.J.,.., i C~. R~x't D~ ~J ~, .. d'vi~· n~ 

· o · r ' ... _ '" ,· 1o ~....... ,.. o • t\',. • t "' • -.3. ~ t't n c r .. C l 'fl. •''"'"' 4 4 " · 'if v.:.. \, • -" ,J ..J '.! ~ ..,. _,. l.... '"'~ " • - ~ tr • I i "-' ¥.4 

c~p\'., :.uosl3r C&1: t.~ th t •:t)r i.nr~t.YU •t : y. Col !1.1..-..:. !oJ.~t" ~ 
~ 11.., ..,., 

"''' ~ "' 0 

• 

' 

.\bout t,b.is t ia:o ~ 1·1.L ht of ! our l'-51. 3.i.r~r-ai'i ere 
r..o+~oed :~ppro.ichin fro~-; •,,~a 3ocl:.b. I o. . ked. T9C. Sgt •. 

• • 

Blac woll, " r QpfJ~ tor . ~ contact. ~ ~<5 pl.anae ar.a !!~~ j ;&. • 

t..hey would t.:ii.:& a. lock at tbe o jeot. t~r ua. The pl!llle:~ ·er 
contacted -..d .tat.ed t~7 ~v.l sui!icicnt. gu to U.k a. 1"~~ .. --.. ro 

Cno or the pl.!ne• px-ocf•'f"'.t: :!d. 00 to ..it,__,Jrli.ford, th e-ther pJ.l~ll •• 1·-."' 
o(i.t• "l""l an 3. r- ~ ~ ing 0- :;~0° • On 0 ' :. ;~ "..1 ".tV~ ... a 1.J! m · 

. ~ t. .....],. 4 l"' 0" .. 1 ~ t o& • ~ p>~.: · ~ ~ . • ~ '-'V ;e c .. at " ru o ....... ~ · ~ c_.;.:· • .,,.a. .. :l.I 

• 

it.. . Cne ol t r.t ·.lJi·le.S • . .:1~D s 1 rJ, wr;d.s ks 15,000 ft., l .. t t S - ... .• 

lovol out~. ~M ·>f ·h~ ~Jl;o.rz.a .-S> ~'t. t.h1~ point, (a~~l:;+s.tllv · ~ 
pl<.n<J :\llO 3&lt t, ! C:..jcet ) O:rti:... i ts ~pa~ { l~ .. A Obj.3Ct 1 S) •. 

• • a t. l8~.? • .t:i .. n r. 8ecoms late!' ue ar;~ t.a4 tr..e ob~ec YJU · • 

goi:sc up ni ! araa.rd .. a .a ta.s\ ae ca was. Be at.a.t.ed tlat M . . . ,: . .. 
was &oizu! to 201000 !e«lt., ani U' no cloaer ••• go1n ~ to ' _ . 
~ho.ndon t.ht~. eh e:e.., 'ra.t, wa!' t ~ -e l.a~ 'ft;~ io contr•ct ·l hoa:d. • 

.:.t. a s :b?OGs:~le ~<> !.r.!..,·n1t i!7 ·• 1e ~ :; .. --e \IIIlAS d~in -> ~h ::.lk·-
in: t..~ a~ov :a~ port . LJ.t.or 11 • e~~ · # en fJ. :\ i'J •• ·-f.. 

) anded at.. 3tArlC..t1orcl to ~o\ tu ~M axJ gen· \o r~SUJ!i• t a e 
• , 

...... . ... "' • • , • • • 
• • • • 

!:11! 'n:ier~i~d r Gp:.r edt\ l.igh~ .. ni~ 
position oi tae o b,J ct "'hll th~pla.n .c ~ .Q.rah.:rd 

a 't I crl.ut ! c1n ... - • 
t vr.~ it. 

• 
' • 

/.J/ Ca.r,' ~ . .;a:-tGr 
.. ., 

W•' t. • ,j . c ' i'f'l I ··4.. ~ 
.. ~ 3 ..... '· I ,, 

• 1..'1) ;.;.SA-, 

,, 

• • -,,.. • --
U · lCL.~SSJFl.ED 
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•• • 

I :'lio ·t .o'r~n f rr>m rs-r:orts of' rndio conTCr::;at ion be ~...een Control a·' God'Dan 
ond :r5 oo-j esoentiall;r a s follo~a: 

Lt O.r:Ler' s ~ccOUllt. - • 

C~t C.u-y ·:1., CaJ:ter: 

• • 

::a. S69: nbis h and trn.v9li~ about 1/2 ray s~~d at 12 
o 1 clo~ ,osit:on.~ 

'f ,_. • .a..awr. "Cl:) sing in to take a good 1 ook ·' 

!io further vord heard by- Orner • 

~G 369: At 1445. "Object t xaveling at 180 *PS 
Directq ahe2d of & abo"Te me now and m vir..g .a-: 
about 1/2 my speed.." · 

Later : " I •:1 tr.yi.ng to close in for better look" 

At 1 5 ,C-00 f t: ·•Obj'3ct dil'"ectly ahead of and above 
me no and ·;:oving about 1/2 r:r:r gpeed. It 
ap~acrs metallic of tremendous size. 11m trying 
to close ) n for better look" 

• 

:t.1 other wcrd heard by 3laclolell from ~iG 869 . 

Object 
be was" 

• 

,oiDg up and for~tBrd as f a st aa 
- approx 3fo MPS. 

0 0iPg tc 20,COO ft and if f lO close~ 
~ill ab~ndon cb:-se~ 

Ho turth r contact heard by Capt Carter -
*~p_~en.tl.z .last •lOrd e"'ffl-, r'!c~~Je?- ft,Q,lD ~ g§g .dO 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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9 Jan uary 1943 

·,t. -=.pprt1.xiwa ~.e..cy- 11.20, 7 J rJJl 1..3 , I Rcco.':lpao~ed Lt .• Co.J .. :-.:L_.~.... · 
... ~-~o t ha ~a..~ :· i~d Cont*:-ol ~o~r to observe nan ob 1oct ~~r;. .. • 

• 

• 
't · c.•'ttr· rc~-J ~~ ,.,... tho tc""· r , Col. Cey F . H!.x , 

~l·:.·ic r'1 Yt&.S !IULr.n:Pned; .tt. ~~as ~ t. t hat. t Ln& that I t irst 
~~ :;!l s1 1Yar oL ~oct,., · · · · 

• - -• • • 

C-:,ral!B:1d .i.rJg 

vi l .:!-'t· 6 ··' t h 
• 

• 

.App!'ox.1matel,- five m nute• after Col . Hi.:t ca":le i11t,o t he t.owetr, . · 
a ill , h:. -o£ !our F-51' s !'l ~ Oler- Ucd o • ..\n of tieetr- in t t10 tort~• ... 
~ec~est c! hat t he To1r~r 0~ er tox- e 11 t .-1s !1-i~ht and a.~.k tb. 

• 

ill~ · lead•r to .i.-:v ... .Jt1g· hi.s ob eGt, l! o * r.sd " llf!' J. \r~.i fsnw .!'uc. , 
:;:d ... l .tgllt .t~~·.:~n· (,:; ~t;. . T. ant. ll) ~su-ernd . ~~ t ; ·o tJJd.1 
~:.r. ... :... st~d u t n ..... H\r t '} t:ct o t t;~!lt - e r:;.e .nc 

I 

. ' . 

• 

...:. . t~ l:i 'Jht i.~1f:,r _tJ. tL ~ t ~ t 1 e. t oP h tr1 1 ns ' ' ' : 
cr -::.<~ ot:. ...... ore. tha l... !n.uti''fi• .. hi:! A/C '-'t~ h r 1 U<lat, 1 ,g l .ttd .i.n.g ·. 
L'L.'St.ruc:tion trcm r...i s 1" !el d,. .~ t.a.nrli!ord • in Law·r:i.l~, 

In the e~enat .!...:.. ~ th~ !." r;ainlng t rl,.ee P-51 1 s -.~.re r...iimning oa 
th• OO\~ ~ given ~o ths n cy Godmat 101 \;,;r 1..o .ard.s th.i! objE) ct tht~.t 
~til1 ~p.utr.u.d .:Jtat..~M, 'h ~~"' t. hu:ioadYi d tm Fli.;n~ l,~ad~r 
~ corr4':tet. hi.s cou~-e j d~gree~ to tm lit ; th5 tl.igtrt· l~ador 
~cAD l dged tb..i3 c~.on ec~t.:"n a::1d la re}Ol.,:-t.ed hi a po.;~ ti~)n at 
7 ,;~ r ~~t. oM clls.bi~~- L"' [l"t~d:La. t.aly t oll.? .. i~g tAl~ fllJht L .aJertl 
.. ~~--~.3-J. 1.on~ anot.~l ~ • Ul.lb r- ot t!1ll F · :1t o.akad tt .~beN : n th • hfl) t 
=~ o~ r,Jj r:. Iz : y; .ruin :.P~ t. b .. t. Lea r c l led c• ,; .~ 

..:>b !3 ct tat ol~ 6 0 t cloak hign n. 1-l ktl'li 0 d.oscribe t.h~.! object, he 

.J.l. ~ d t ia. t it "~Jac brigh.~ and th t it a el.l:tb J!A a ~;a;r from hi~. 
.~a:l .as.Jt..ed l.'Gu.t. its !'lp-cd. , ithe Filaht. Le&d&. 4 ~ ated 1 a!t &oir.t! 
:!hcut . lt M.s a ~tild, spfrorl tel3 .leD lt.P .11 . , · . . 

• • • • 

.:. ~ ·ot ws ill tbl Tcwer lo~t :dght ot the ni&bt) but; eoulc> 
:;-, .....:.~ ... <t~ t h1, a ob' ct. • !;b,·:n·t ... J. t. ~ ~ "'1:. ~-a.~~ :f. to , ....... 
lJ :~:J L· ~t«r tain h~ Fas at ... ~ , ~cu tt, a: d st.lll elliJ.~lr~g ~ . l· 

·•.:: ' : ':::ut- t ~" t he J~gci i ,. ~pc~'1 t o b~ he s-aN a.s i.ti~ . ,\t thr.t 
t:..!..:;ld .1Utll'-H'Jl' of' the !llgttt. eelled to t tt\! l a: ~ar nd .~ q_U-5!St. 'i t h 1 
~~- ·: 1~. -~ c·i J' , but .. r. e · ' .. txJ r . fr;) ... tr,e l ro.dcrr. Th.-t '-· ,s 
':. :e l3£t t flttH.i~Age rosce ived trcm aey ~rrh~r .. ,t th& .r:i~nt hy Godman 
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• 0 "-'GD \ ' U \''' .. " ·.· . • ..•. . . ,. ,. \ L...:. . • 
j.J u ., \ .. • .1. v _.. u ... , ' . J.. • I I . ... -- • .l- : .# ~ ' ~ v • 

D~c- ' ~:::: r"i''Tf f) ~ .L,.\T7 .... 1·.., "{""":' \ ~"" _. ~· L ... -,._._. _ i ..... ,. .. ... • .. t.Y ....- .. -- .... ,.....,. • 
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CIVIL .1. ... RO~lEDICAL RESEARC1I Ti\''ST.LfUTE 

FEOER.r\L A Vl1\ Tl01 1\GE1 rcy 
:\ ER00: t\ UTICA L CFNTl· t{ 

P. 0. n ,,.;: 10S2 

n~ 1.\lwnu City x Okl.thnrn 1 7 31 01 

T/Sgt. Moo dy 
TDEW 
F o r eign Technol ogy Division 
Air Force Sys t ems C ommand 
"Vright-Patterson AFB, Ohio 

Dear Sgt. Moody: 

J u 1;y 2 0 , 1 9 6 4 

I N n E PLY AM- 11 9 
REF~ H TO .1.. 

Rc: Mantell Case 

I \voul d like Lo thank you for for\varding us a copy of the Mantell case 
so promptl y . 

A.j I cA.plaincd in our c·arlicr telephone conversation we vverc interested 
in obtaining data on this case to cotnpo..rc il 'vith a recent P-51 c r ash 
occur r ing in Or egon in vvhich the pilot a l so apparently became hypoxic 
at an altitude of over 20, 000 feet aT'd dove inln the ground. Since in 
this case the aircraft also disintegrated pr:ior to impact the copiE-s of 
the \Vrcckagc· photos \VCrc p articular ly helpful. 

\V c arc assisting th0 Civi] Aeronautics Board on thio investigation and 
dne io the similarity of certain points \VOuld like to oblain a second 
duplir:at. c copy of this case for our record--! fo r\varded your earlier 
copy to t he CAB. Secondly, \Ve especially needed any medical informa­
t ion avaiL.th LC' concer l"ting trauma to the pilot clue t o impact. This r0port 
\V3. S nol co1n.pl clc sincCJ autopsy r 0port, rncdical findings, and photos of 
th~,; body of the pilot \vere not included. 

We should partj cularly like to obtain these medical data. Please air 
mail if possible. 

Sincerely, 

,- . ( /. 
I )/. 1/' I (J \ , .. t, _.,/ 

[ I I 1_.,., f I ~,· • -I .\ ( I .. :.. •• ,_- I , 
P'-ichard G . Snyder, Ph. D. , AM-119 
Acting Chi e f, Prote ction and Surviva l 

Br;~r,rh 
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F "llo Af i ng is 3.r account of tl:e s i~hting; ol u:'1<nuwn 
Contr.:l :'.. To·.-rer on 7 ~.Tanuery 19~8 · at C-odr:1an :roie1d : 

• • • 
• • • • • 

• 

objects f'rom the 
• • ... . , • 

• 

• J n the above date at. approximate ly 1400 CST a report came in to the 
Co:1 ~rol Towe~ throu0 b. :V! Se;t Cook· of a r e::>ort of an unidont.ifie::d object 
.:'1~,.-i::; at terrific speed in .the vicinity of ~aysvill~ . 'Phis c:::s.ll wa::; 
canca l]e:i~miC.utes l ater by the "Military Poli ce at For t Kno:< who h.o.d in-
s-:ructions from -:the Ken~ucky State P:> lie e. · . 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
• 
~ 

• 

, ... 
• 

-1-e ry soan tte rr..•a/t t· r revera.l ~ep'J r t s of vhe ~lj; .. 1e '!1.~ ture ca:- .e .f'r(Jm 
Fli.;:::}-IL 3ervico s::.:r:..Y'! ..: c":!.:. f ob ie<' . ..., wa s ov-er J rviY' e:t.C"I• and Q-lTen .. :;boru , ._, _, •J ..;....~ • • 

i:entuc \ r . ~t ..-}-G :::3.r:1e ti .. e d.n object·. as r t;; nr~·.d by T .-t, L BJo.~!( .ndl , 

c:~ief' 8ont.rol · 'lON;:>r op•:. rs tor 00 duty . L·.·:a 1> ill tJ.e office of the ~ J!r. tand 

ir:~ Oi'..:' icer chec.l{i :--.., t.he cs.J.} fro~ t'1e Fe rt :\nox i.~:i 1 :i tary 1-'o lice e.. I:. th :is -_. · 
ti::-1e . .1hen the c9.ll ~'111.f! c~nCtJ~led I ·:~as r e turning i,o "G he Control To·,ve r 
t.:> see the object si ~htcd ~j the:n . I irrr .. e~istely '.vent to the ConLro ) 
~~ ~.er .'lnd s a v a :=:1al~ ·thi te object j n th ;, sou th-.vent sk'J. Tl:.i ~~ oo je~.~.f~ 
a?pea:-~d :-tat~onary . J • •• :> v:-...e.b]; to t ell _.f' jt Wt1t> 3.!J objec t ra .. :l~~i ng; 
i ts 0/0 !i0ht or giving o"f ref]~cteo. li gh t. 'E.trO'lbfJ biJ:.oculars it l1ar ­
t :.s.lly appeared. as n p~racrut~ do~s ;r'.. th bri;;ht sun shin:l !'l(: on the top 
c;.' t:~<-: silk bt, ,.; ·! .. h e re ~1 ~o .:-ee~e::i to he s ~rn~ r~.d 1 i gh t aro'.Jr.d the l_,,,, r 

OLr 1.·­" . - • 

• 

rne Co,nmn.:Jding Cr'.fici?:r ,. O?~rc.t' ous.Cf!'5 cer, S- 2 and 3.:xsc,.n;i ve 
-

Ofl'i cer Nt;l G ca lled ,;. ... c edi ate ly . , S"3v~ r:il mi ~ute s a ftel t.i.e o o.., cc: t Na ~ 
si:;~ted a. i'~lie;!-tt of .:'o~u ( ~) F-51 ' 3 c~Hne -"~Va! .. the .fi ~ lc 1""ro:n th~ .> v uth . 
I inztr~cted T S~t El.! c~m .. l) to call flicht le9.der a:cJ aa~ if they !':ed 

• 
.3-:!~n a01y evide nce of t~ig object, T.:le' fligh~ leade r answered nB~ati7a · . 
r~ ... - t d t • 1 Ope ·" .;ons "' ra~.; e:.'::.r tha.' t ·~e ~«:" ... -+ ·'n:·m l. ra • he· .. . · . .::~....... .L. sug;:,e s e o Jns r J..i. u ....... . " • o ""'· .., - J .... J • . ,. 

hJ."1 t;!l~u0h ~a~ to go Jook for t ) ·~a object. The T~·Nt; T <,pcriito r · ·Nus j.z .. 
str· .... tcd t0 c .11 tbe t'~i .... '-~.; 1 JadcH· ail'; he ar:;"Ncred u y~E;'' "..;:) 

4

..' • .: s ql."':- · 
t~vn . C':.re. ( l) P-51 had permiss1 on frorn. the fli gh t leader to break f'r,J ~u-

,.:ati u-::1 and cc.ntir.fue wh'3re he lA.ndud !.iC.... ral r"nu .es J~te1 on t~J. i!'" o r )­

~i~J.l .:.'light .. lan . Th~ f' )1gnt l eadr:r and t-No (2) ocher .. !JlE:r..es f'ltJw a 
c o•: r :e of ?. rp and 5.~ about f ive (~) n.i1 J ._es si~~ted t:-.e ~bjact . At 
i'ir s~ t~e .f)i

0
L.t l3:l.d~r r.:>~lOl ced iL hi€r· and .Jbout on - ~ftl: ... r,:.s ~=-~·--C: 

• 

<.:.~ '' :2 .., , ,lock". ~~vrtl·., thereaft~ r t he flig;ht leader r~ ?o :-"": cd it at ., 

1 ... ~ ~ .. so/!"ed anc. lu-:~ "" .:aid h~ .• 1~ cJo3i:~~:.. ;u to tao{<:) ~ ::ooa lvc~<" . 
- .# ,) • .I • - ...,; ¥ ...., 

· '; .. , , · ""'--e- l ·"' cot- .,.., .. ~ - =- f -o""r. ,..G8~9 the fli
0
'J'ht lea ':! ~r . . rGa:JO J!·.o r J.1 :l 

l .. ...... .j f ~ j "'. 4 ....... -.,;. .., • .• c:.: to:l ~ "6 ~ 4. .... ..... J , ' . 1 . . . t, - ...... 
I -' _ _ ,....,,....... • • - '"'O t:"ro- --1. "' -"' ro---~ r ..... - -n !'1'"" '''"", -•• ~ .... , ... er-e ,. __ J ;_ ... ,.., -o"'""'o~"'l ~-= .a. .... ... ....J - "•') i ,., ,,.,~ -- - ··- ..,.o,J .. ... 

.... .. ... _w .. ~ ~ -:, e !' r 9 our ~ -...... . 0 ~ . -:J • - ~ - ::' , ........... _, • - "' - - ,.. -
- • ' ,., ~ . - • .., - - · 'l.'Y' , l "· ' "' 1 :1 r .. .... 0 

.,_ ;.. · " .,.. '• ,... " ~ .. \ ·un S J,., .: • 'h .., r: .., .., ;;_. • 1J. 0 .L " _ c ','/ .. r' ~ .:1a ~ ~ >.1 " '" """' .... .._ v - • ... ....,. ... .. 
0. ., 1 .., .. • ...... .J ~ J ':J • v (:... .. - !. c . - .,. ... - - \.I. •• _. ,.,.._. liWI 

" ... •"' ·-· .J · ·r '" '"O · • · ~ ,.a ... ·- -e(:> '• ...,- Oi.t "''1. •""' -•1· 1.. ... ~ ~ ..... ~ 7iten he ..ri 5-:i:>0 -3 3.re<1 . . . v.Jv sa1.a o-... • .. .. .~ :-. ~ = ·' -~ ~ · ..., 
·1.· ..,- ~I'll~ ~0 -o~·r'"' t"' - --~nwnr i£'ord i:.~ ld au~ t~ l.lc: ct' 9.S . ':'h:.s 'l::t:. 

, I ... • •• .,..,.,. .., - <J &.. ,. \,t ""' ._.. f ' J '- f - ...LJ.. 't t • 

J- • L.. d • - ..... ~ -- .... - -- 'n ,- ...... T !.. ., -" ·--n '='- "il """~~ ~~a. " ~~ .. r'3.C~":'l:- .oo;;e 0 ' · - ~ ... . o •• l l4 -"" 
. ~ _ ~;) ~.._) ,\) -v.,) J """ ,..... ... • .. ..Jl .-v v- ::. 

. . .: - ..... .,.. ~d · ~c. ~'; ... ... ··,.3,~ ,... ·;· ~ "' n-: lJ ~o .?.J ~~-~'.!.s:.;.r~tl :~t::~ti \..!'.U. 
.. , • ... 1'"""- "~ " - .. - ~ ... "' ..... -...,# ....... .....,. ... , .. . .::.J 

' ~ 1 • .::. .-. ., w-. -..: .) .., ' I r _, "' • ! ' e · l 15 - .. '"' u · ' "" ,... .: e t3 Ci ~ .. '-"'"' _,, • • :\ ~,._ ... • • ..... •• ..~ • ·,..,._..; ·Fi-".6 m.J..n s.t a;>?r.:>.·a::'ls.i:a y H-"" ............ ..... 
~.C: .300 'lna ot:-.er ·,vi~g; 
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-:.D-n r ~ r.'J :r ::::1 e jl..· 't o /' 
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:7G300 ga~seJ up ~nd got more o::cyse~ and flew a second mssl::>n 0n 
the sa:'1cl Ldadicg ol' 210° to a ;Jo.si~ion oi' abo~;.t J00 rri l-as south of 
C-oJ.::.v..'1 :·iBl ..: t_, ~!'l a li.. i L...tC.e o.:' 33 t!:ous:1..'1C. feaL anc.l d~d not si c:ht Lhe 
o '· j~ct . :~t a bout 1645 CST when ~!C-000 r eportai not seeing th~ objoc't I 
lel'"t the Cvntr'?l T:nver • . 

' -

j 

· ...-' 

..:lt about l '/.55 CST I returnee!. to the Contra l TYNE:r nnd a br ±gbt ) iEht 
di f .fe .,..ent tb.~}.n a st9.r at a position o f a bout 240° azimuth and 8° elevation 
f r 0m ths Contro l To..ver . This was a r oun.cJ ~bje ct .. It seemed t o have a 
dark spo t in the cente r and- the object move~ no r th end disappear ed from 
-the bori;on a t · a. point 250° f r om the Tower. The unusual .fa1;it .aOOLlt th i s 
object was the ·r ac t t hat i t r emained visibl.e a.nd g l o"?:ed thr ough t he haze 
netl.r the Barth whe n no other star s were visi ble and did not c j sappear · · 
u::1til jt went be ]o·N the level of the Earth i n a mannez s i. milar U'J the 
sun ::> r G:110n s etting. ·rh'].s object was vicNed and trac1< ed \v5th the JtE;;F.A.tl. c l'' 

Station t, .eodo lito f'rom the :1.ane;!lr l'OCJf • 
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I ~ RErlY ADDRESS 8 0TH 
CO '-'MUNICATION AN O E~· 
V !:l OPE TO COMMANDING 
C ': N ER A l, AIR MATE ~ I ' l 
:O MMA ND, ATT ENTI O N 
iO UOWI NG OFFICi:: SYJ l.lOl · 

CT ·, 
--=--~---

TO: 

,,· •.• '~ ...... ,· ... _,·,,,-;_ l'"~io, . -
u !\,~ r:. -· . \ -s i .= lj:: [) 
HEADQUARTERS 

AIR MATERlEL COMMAND 
'.:CL.\./ J Cil/ :!::lb 

. .. 't .) ' • . '"\ 
. :r~ rn - .. o:t ... e r .... on .. 1 .. l.!'" ~.•1 rct} ~ 3.53 

E.equss'b f•) r r\.CC i dent Re-vort -
• 

• 

C ·d. ... Oi'r~· · ora.::1.3L :trl0 l.Cer 

F'l,fint; SJ.1'ety Divisloo 
L3.!1gley -<\. ir .r~orce Base , 

\ 

Vir ginia 

• 

- , 
)'J,RI~tf't)(t(M;t DAYTON, OHIO 

• 

• 

Request c ... -:JPJ 01 u.ccident ::-e port on F- 31 , call sign :-g; 869, p:i l~)t 

:.:antn ll , 7 Jnnua:ry 1943 near Cod.:n3....'1. ..\ir For ce B SE) , i.entucky, be ~ub · 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

x.i tt·~d to . this Headquarte rs~ This r eport j s to ':Je used in un i nteJ li-
• 

d • h t P . t :t .:::-.L G11.rn • ~0cce stu y ~t r~spect o roJec v n 

• 

.... .. 

• 

Co l-:Jne l, 
Chief c~ 
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• 

... ...., . ' - ~ l -or _., 
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• CQ usA f-
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:J · aica · AKC~ "!/right-Pattenson Air Force i3&se, tayton,. Ohio, 'tt~quest 
~:rr· Acci.den"t- Re?Ol"t 11 :, 23· Ayri.1 1943 . · 

• 

• • • 
• 

• .LFCAI-9DJ_ 
• 

• • 
r • 

• • • • 

• 
• • 

1~ oa.r~ )n ~ c-! T'h~ ..A..i..r· ~·cn10(!~, ilq, us.a~, t~a~ngtou 2.C:.: n(, Cc 21 MA 1S48 
• • • \ . • • • . ' • • • 

• 

•I, 
• • 

TOt Col!tlnandS-.ng Ganr..ral, A:l.r l!tltarie~ Com..;.a.nd, 
lfor""~- Iizu 1 ro.:rt'-">n, O!tl.n~ Atb1s l!GI.f. . 

~ 

" 
• 

• • • • 

II • • • • • I• • - ,. . ' . ~ 
)I (..tf' "-. ... • ~ . • 

~ . -:;. ~·:;; . . . :L-. tt.ta.ohed her~.th is ~photostatic copy o.r an .lF l?orm ~L., l:.EspOl' ti · 
· ~~. i .\~~ o~ Yajor Accident wlrl.ch occol·~d on 7 Janua:t-:r l948 near Frankl~n, Kentuclq . 
-~ :-1 .'. :.:> and i.rm'Jl ved r--51D, . No. 44-6386? )> piloted by· Capt..-1in Thomas F'. 1M tell, 
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~ 3pt1rOX 1300 ltr3 State Pollee rsporl&d ~ ogj$Ct near _ liza.bethto'd. 
~-~ m.i:mtes latlilr si~tad naa.r . ia.disonf lll . .A ~L-d cru.l raoortad 1. 
o·r r Lo:xbw:t.oa. (;iU south of 1!-o · ) l!o · r ,h 3lart d. ~·..ror aight.d. 
o>jact. ~· ""'~:n•d no~i:fiad '-'01 3.i:t who 11t i:l:mwdia:tQly ~ . t ONGr hBr\l 
he obs~r11ed Ule object tbru 8-~o-wer oboes. Cbje<t al3o lbed up with si~tL:lg 
bf • ·..:~-r•• P =51 pl aus wx• alreaily purmi,~ ~ thi:ng oil a eour3e ox 2.1~. 
(C . ,.lo\ :-aported tlle · i:-.g to be t nui~ at. 130 M21i) Col Si r.-oorted. 
~ .. "' oo"ac'\. appe.::r&d to oout.A naar the 11 t was VfJ"cy 1#11 te aad. 
l ')o~::~d aJl u~bn.llao ~• ha at~t~d. ! thought i t ~s a cel:ist3 il bod.f 
'ba~ I caD'\ aceount f or the f act it didn't rrove." 11 just dDll1t k:aow 
~\ 1\ ~ • _ _ \ 1/4 sis• of fal l roooa Wii te in colar. 
'!!n a the bUocs i i c: to have a red border a\ bot at. t,i;E s 
a r~d border at the top a' t i:nes. It r~mai:lBd stat (M• · ) for 
1-l/2 hour•. 
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~ I •• .., C ··-c £' 
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1 ' . 
2 - Timo • 

• 

3 . Locntion 

L. ::a mt.J of obsf' r vcr -~ Capt Cary .'1. Cart&r 

~ . Occupat i on of ob~o rvor 
• •• 

6 . :~rJ.drass of obc.>c rvo r Codlua li'ld •• K7 

7. Placo of ob::;o r ·V') ti on Control Towr -

0 . Iiur.\bor of objnct::; l 

) . Di3ta nco of object f r om obser ve r B/3 

lG .. 'rirw in s i~ht 3 to 4 niD,1tes 

'"ery '.r:i .?h 11 . ;"1 t itudo ''1 • t::»-
• 

l? . Speed 

l 'l 
:J • Direction of fli ght 210° f /Ck>dllan Fld 

'l\lcti cs Ilone 

• 

1C: 
• • Sou;J"d 

16 . Size Could not .. 
C8 dete~dned 

17 . Col o r whi te 
• 

lC . 3h::.po RocDd - at ~u.e. c.one shaped 

). '7i • Odor dotoctC'ld n;s • 

20 . 1\ppn r ont cons t.;ru ct iorJ H/S 
• 

21 . E;·:ho ust tra lls 
• 

22 . ··loatho r c or:ditions High scattc-red-

-:,.1 
c;.. l . G}:c tch ~s or ,;hoto&:-::tp!-1::; ..:!one 
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0 

~\ \I a:::cr~x 1~7. 7 J·~ 48, C.::1pt Carter ·:ro.a C.:·'.ll~d b:r -..t Or.t~ , ~cs 
i ) ;aci\mt!nt Cou:rnsnder. o come to To ~r ;o ·dt:less an llniw.~ntified ner i al 
o- j ct. 

Object appe ' ~d r-JU""d t nd '.hite ( ....Oi t ar t"han tba clouds tbat passed 
in front :Jf i t) and CO'lld be seen t.hru cirus cl :nds. 

• 

.r ... :!ter obserrlng i t hru .field glas 6S f or some 3 - 4 minutes, he callad. 
,..Jl .:tix1 ~ of!iee. Col Hix, Lt Col \iood & Ce:pt Duesle-1· came to the tot:er 
~to!·tl :r thereaf~ r . 

• • 

Cap\ Certe:r theA suggested th&t a grono of P-51 a1rcraf' in the 'Yieioi t7 
be contacted t{) pursue the obJect. rr{Sgt :BlacrAell, ~0~ Operator, 
cont.2.cted tbe flight 1 to take a l oolc. Three p] ane a ~eeeded. 
on s headi~ of ~x 2300. 0Ae of the ulaDea (:t(aD.tell 1 ~' sco\ted 
i: at 12CO o1eloclc !XJsi\iOJl • .Another plane rel~ "This ks 15,CXX> ft, 
l~t 1 l1 level out.a ~ir~t. sp~d as r~layed by .~..ntell (180 >iPH) kter, 
11objeet goi~ ~ and fo'Mfard as f3st as 1 nm11 

- or 36o MPS:. Mantell 
~hen stated he ~s -'J t o 20 OCO f t ond if no cll~er 'oJoul d a~_ndoll ch'!.se. 
k1.ai radio cont~t heard JY .. art er. 

• 

. ' 

EO~: .~rentl3". ~Dtell blacked out at 20,cx;o ft. or proceeded 
on since the object apparently e:c9eared closer(if such ·..rere 
t he caae)and then crashed thr.1 lack of oqgeD • 

t oes no r. seeAS to ta~ ·tith rer .. -ort t hat the phenof1W3na. 
was :•venu • or a ecmtet :& 

• 

"' - . • 

• 

. . l 
ll 
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